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GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES:
A GLOBAL OVERVIEW OF DRUG USE
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UNITED NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND CRIME, PREVENTION, TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION SECTION
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EXPANSION … COMPLEXITY … NPS …
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TOO FEW PEOPLE WITH DRUG USE DISORDERS HAVE ACCESS TO 
EVIDENCE-BASED TREATMENT AND CARE

Only 1 in 8 globally in 
treatment (not necessarily) 
evidence-based.

For adolescents and for women, 
the situation is even worse
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INEQUALITIES, DRUG USE 
AND DRUG USE 
DISORDERS AMONG 
50,000+ 16-YEAR-OLD 
STUDENTS IN 28 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 
(GERRA ET AL 2020)
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CONSEQUENCES OF THIS NEGLECT ARE CLEAR

Other health and social 
consequences: 
overdose, HIV/AIDS, 
Hep C, mental health 
disorders. 

5

COVID19 AND 
(LACK OF) 
CONTINUITY 
OF SERVICES
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NO REAL INVESTMENT IN EVIDENCE-BASED PREVENTION, THE 
HEALTHY AND SAFE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH
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COVID19 AND INCREASED STRESS ON PARENTS AND FAMILIES
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TOO MANY PEOPLE WITH DRUG USE DISORDERS IN PRISON AND 
WITH NO ACCESS TO TREATMENT
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TOO MANY PEOPLE (80% OF THE WORLD POPULATION, MOST IN 
LMIC) DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO CONTROLLED MEDICINES

No access in the national 
health system?

Illegal markets!

More supply, adverse 
reactions, drug use disorders
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SAME OLD, SAME OLD?
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[photo of a lion yawning] WE KNOW WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE
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SUPPORT THE DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
WORKING WITH FAMILIES AND SCHOOLS
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[photo of children]

YOUTH PARTICIPATION!
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QUALITY TREATMENT
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MEDICALLY ASSISTED 
TREATMENT OF STIMULANT 
USE DISORDERS
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ALTERNATIVES TO
INCARCERATION AND PUNISHMENT
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SAME OLD, SAME OLD?
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[photo of lion yawning]
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[photo of hand holding the paw of a lion]

WE NEED A 
LARGE SCALE
MOBILIZATION!
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[photo of hands from all over the world]

17 18

19 20



25/09/2020

6

PREVENTION, TREATMENT & CARE AND ACCESS MEAN BETTER 
HEALTH, WELLBEING AND SECURITY FOR ALL!
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[photo of happy family]

THANK YOU!
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER: @UNODC_PTRS
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